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Minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 8th November 2022 at 7.30pm in the Storridge Village Hall. 

 

 

Present: 

Councillors: Terry Robshaw (Chair), Ian Edgar, Janita Goodwin, Wynne Harries, Richard Hunt & Colin 

Merker.  

 

In Attendance:  

Richard James - (Parish Clerk). Cllr Ellie Chowns (Ward Member).  No members of the public.  

 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Paul Aitken & Judith Aldridge. 

 

2. Declaration of Interest there were No declarations of Interest. 

 

3.  The Minutes of the Council meetings held on the 11th & 20th November 2022.  

 

Resolution – The minutes were adopted as a true record and were then signed & dated by the Chairman. 

 

4.  Open Public Session. 

Cllr Ellie Chowns (Ward Member) gave a Ward report and covered the following areas.  

 

• Cowleigh Road – Attended a meeting set up by the Parish Council’s Highways Working 

Group (HWG) where 20+ residents were in attendance to discuss the traffic issues along 

Cowleigh Road Storridge. Ellie reported that she had arranged for traffic monitoring to take 

place and had been in touch with Malvern Hills District Council (MHDC) who’s support would 

be required for any speed reduction.  

• Rectory Lane was an ongoing issue, but good progress was being made, the HWG had 

supplied a concise and in-depth folder of evidence that Rectory Road should be maintained 

by the Herefordshire Council. It was reported that several meetings had taken place at 

Rectory Lane with the HWG, Ellie Chowns and Highway officers. The talks are ongoing, but 

the initial feedback was good.   

• Implementation of the Traffic Regulations Order (TRO) for Butcher Lane (adjacent to 

Pixiefields and Malvern Oaks) seemed to be dragging its feet, and this was going to be 

chased up.  

 

Resolution – The Parish Council took on board all the comments and it was agreed that the Chair of the Parish 

Council should write to Mr Bruce Evans (Senior Manager TRO’s) and Mr Ross Cook both who are 

officers of the Herefordshire Council. It was reported that the Parish Council still was in receipt of 

£1600 for the new signage which would be required once the TRO was in place. 

 

5.  Planning Matters. (Current Applications) 

 

Application No Address Permission sought 

P223126/F 
Land at Mirrorbrook, 

Cradley,  
WR13 5JB. 

Proposed 3 new dwelling houses 
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Resolution – The Cradley & Storridge Parish Council Strongly OBJECTS to this application for the following 

reasons. 

1. The site is outside the settlement boundary in the Cradley Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (CNDP1) and therefore does not qualify for development. 

2. It is proposed on land that is classed with the lowest capacity for housing under CNDP2 
(housing provision) and therefore does not qualify for consideration, especially as it also 
does not “…make a positive contribution to its landscape setting…”, bearing in mind the 
clearly visible Malvern Hills.   

3. Cradley and Storridge is well on target for its housing provision under the NDP and 
therefore there is no justification for any exceptional development. 

4. CNDP9 (Design): due consideration should be given to the fact that there is a grade II listed 
building (Birch Cottage) on the opposite side of the B4220; a complete line of modern 
houses to the west of this property is highly inappropriate.  The height of the hedge would 
need to be protected in the event of approval, by condition.  In addition, there would need 
to be very strong reassurances and specific conditions regarding the proposed green roofs, 
as this was proposed for the existing Mirrorbrook development and has not been 
implemented.  Light pollution from the existing Mirrorbrook development is already a 
concern and this would be increased by these proposals. 

5. The classic viewpoint of the Malvern Hills from the A4103 would be affected adversely even 
with single-storey properties at this location.  This view is already unacceptably 
compromised by a line of trees/hedging along the A4103.  The highest of the three 
proposed dwellings in particular would be viewed clearly from the A4103, and indeed from a 
wider viewpoint including the Malvern Hills. As in point 3 above, this development would be 
seen in the context of an attractive Grade II listed property, and therefore, again, 
inappropriate.  

6. We question whether it is appropriate and safe to build properties alongside a busy main 
road with a significant hill at this point. 

 

 

 

Application No Address Permission sought 

P223489/J 
1 Brookside 

Cradley 
WR13 5LE 

Advised reduction pruning to reduce domination of 
Bulls Head Cottage (adjacent property), and to 

restore a more balanced crown. Works to include: 
removal of two bottom limbs over Bulls Head 

Cottage; reduction of south, west and east sides by 
4m.; reduction of height by 4m. Concerned that the 
unbalanced shape of the tree could lead to it falling, 
or shedding heavy limbs causing serious damage to 
Bulls Head Cottage building and occupants; also a 

footpath used by members of the public passes 
directly beneath the tree canopy and this 

constitutes another cause for our concern of safety 
of others 

 

Resolution – The Cradley & Storridge Parish Council supports this application in the interests of safety. 

 

6. Financial Matters.  

 
6.1 - Monthly Budget Report - October 
6.2 - Bank Reconciliation - October 
6.3 - Unity Bank Statement - October 
6.4 - Public Sector Deposit Fund Statement - October 
6.5 – Draft Budget 2023/24 
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Resolution – The Monthly Budget reports (6.1) and Bank Reconciliation (6.2) were approved and signed by the 
chair. The Unity bank statements (6.3) and the Public Sector Deposit Fund statement (6.4) were 
noted by the Councillor’s. 
The Budget was discussed in great length, with councillor’s being very aware and conscious of the 
present financial pressures on households, with a councillor stating council had to cut its cloth 
accordingly. The chair explained this budget was the 1st draft, a wish list budget and it was the job 
of the councillors to make saving where possible, but still supplying the projects and services the 
residents of Cradley & Storridge wanted and expected. The Parish Council considered possible 
savings of around £20,000 to keep expenditure at a level that would maintain the current level of 
services together with some much-needed improvements. It was inevitable that the precept would 
have to increase but this could be mitigated by reducing the level of Councils reserves. A 
summarised budget will be put out for consultation prior to finalising the budget and setting the 
precept  

 

7. To Approve Payments. 
 

 Payment Net Vat Total 

7.1 Pricepoint – Ground Maintenance - October  210.00 42.00 252.00 

7.2 Hop Pocket – 358 - Bulbs 15.96 3.19 19.15 

7.3 Clerk’s Expenses - July 117.72 8.23 125.95 

7.4 Parochial Church Council – Grant – Grass Cutting 1000.00 0.00 1000.00 

7.5 Phil Striplin – Telephone July  6.67 1.33 8.00 

7.6 Eyelid - Annual Website  100.00 0.00 100.00 

7.7 Cradley Village Hall 112.00 0.00 112.00 

 

Resolution – All the invoices were approved for payment.  

 

 

8. Memorial Project. 
 

8.1. – Stained Glass Window in both Village Halls. 
8.2. – GR Letterbox 
8.3. – Memorial Garden 

 

The Council discussed all of these ideas in detail, with regards to the Stained-glass windows, there 

was some concern that they would not be allowed in the Cradley village hall due to being a listed 

building. The GR letterbox near Finches corner in the stone wall was discussed, the idea was to have 

the letterbox boxed repainted and made a feature. The memorial garden was discussed  

 

Resolution – It was agreed to drop the stained-glass window idea due to cost and listed building issues. The GR 

letterbox did seek favour and it was agreed that the clerk should establish ownership and seek 

permission to work on the letterbox and consultation with the Royal Mail and resident who’s wall 

the letterbox is located. The council though that the memorial garden was not required due to the 

fact Council had the Sensory Garden. One of the councillors said they had spoken to a local wood 

engraver who was going to donate a hand carved wooden dragons head for the Chapel Lane 

recreation area, it was mentioned the possibility of incorporating a chair / seat into the dragons’ 

head. The councillor was asked to get further information and possible cost. Another idea which 

was mentioned was to rename both the recreation areas to something like the Queen Elizabeth 

Memorial and the King Charles.  
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9. Working Group Reports.  

 
1. Planning WG 

 
The Planning report had been received under planning matters.  

 
2. Finance & Administration WG 

 
Finance & Admin items were discussed under item 6.  

 
3. Highways WG 

 
The Highways Working Group outlined the work it had been doing with the ward member Ellie 

Chowns and officers of the Herefordshire Council and Balfour Beatty with regards to Rectory 

Lane and its possible resurfacing. Cowleigh Road Storridge, Bosbury Road and general speeding 

issues around the village, they have been looking at the possibility of installing Speed Indication 

devices (SID’s) combined with other speed reduction ideas. The Council recognised the hard 

work the Highways working group had been doing and waited for the publication of the Cradley 

& Storridge Highways Development Plan. It was noted that there were funds available in the 

current budget for traffic management and SID’s. 

 

Resolution – The verbal report was noted and that a written and costed proposal for a SID and other measures 

should be presented for consideration at the next Parish Council meeting. 

 

4. Communication WG 

 
There was No report.  

 
5. Recreation & Environment WG 

 
The Recreation & Environment Working Group reported that they were not looking for any large 

capital purchases of play equipment in the next financial year. However there did require a new 

rubbish bin to replace the broken on in chapel lane and replacement of picnic table and seats at 

Buryfield in the spring of 2023.  

 
Resolution – The verbal report was noted, and the clerk would add the financial items to the next agenda for 

discussion. 

 
9.1.1. – Dog waste bins were discussed, the volunteers who empty the bin on Rectory Lane were 

unable to empty it for a couple of weeks, and the clerk asked if any councillors would cover 

Cllr’s Merker & Goodwin offered to cover. Cllr Robshaw was now emptying the dog waste 

bin at Pixiefields for the last few months and reported that the bin was being used 

respectfully.  

9.1.2. – General Waste Bins – The clerk mentioned that it may be a good idea for the future to think 

about changing the dog waste bins to general waste bins which would also be used for dog 

waste. The clerk supplied the councillors with the preferred bins for their information.  

 
Resolution – The councillors were thanked for their community spirit in emptying the Rectory Lane dog waste bin 

and that the general waste bins to be revisit at a later meeting.    
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10. Clerk’s Report. 

 

A written report was given outlining the emails the council had received and the response given. 

Also, the telephone conversation made and received. All the important correspondence and any 

correspondence which needed immediate action was sent out to the relevant Councillor or Working 

Group lead.  

 

Resolution – The Clerk’s information sheet was noted.  

 

11. To approve Council Policies. 

  

Resolution – The code of conduct was approved after the clerk answered councillor’s questions along with the 

Standing Orders which had the following new clause added. “All newly appointed Co-opted 

councillors must agree to go on a Council approved Code of Conduct training course as a condition 

of their co-option.” 

 

12. Articles for the Press.  

• Highways Issues.  

• Budget Consultation 

• 2023 Elections.  

 

13. Future Agenda Items.  

• The budget & precept setting 

• Waste bins for the Recreation Areas 

 

14. Clerks Review. 

The chair announced that as there were no press or public present he asked the clerk to leave the 

meeting. The chair informed the meeting that a formal appraisal had been conducted by two 

members of the Employment Working Group, Cllr Wynne Harries and the chair facilitated by Lynda 

Wilcox at the HALC office in Hereford. He circulated a report containing the following 

recommendations: - 

14.1 – The Clerks hours to be increased from 12-hours to 15-hours per week. 

14.2 – The Clerks Salary to be increased from the NALC scale point 18 to scale point 22 

14.3 – The Clerk salary to be increased in line with the New NALC agreed salary scale. 

14.4 – The Clerk to be confirmed in the position of Clerk / RFO.  

 

Resolution – The Council approved all the proposals and would hold the annual assessment prior to the May 

Elections.  

 

 

The Chair closed the meeting at 10.15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………...……………………………… Date: 10th January 2023. 


